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EDUCATION

Standard Vertical Alignment and IES Recommendation 3

Anchor
Standard
SL.1

Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly and persuasively.

Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.qg., listening to others, taking turns
speaking about the topics and texts under discussion).

b. Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges.

Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics
and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care,
speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion).

b. Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others
through multiple exchanges.

c. Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion.

Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics
and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways,
listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under
discussion).

b. Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking their comments to the remarks of
others.

c. Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts
under discussion.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly
draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore
ideas under discussion.

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways,
listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under
discussion).

c. Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and
link their comments to the remarks of others.

d. Explain their own ideas and understanding based on the discussion.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared having read or studied required material; explicitly
draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore
ideas under discussion.
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b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

c. Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information and
make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.

d. Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding
based on the discussion.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’
ideas and expressing their own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared having read or studied required material; explicitly
draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore
ideas under discussion.

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.

c. Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to the
discussion and elaborate on the remarks of others. d. Review the key ideas
expressed and draw conclusions based on information and knowledge gained from
the discussions.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared having read or studied required material; explicitly
draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe
and reflect on ideas under discussion.

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define
individual roles as needed.

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making
comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion.

d. Review the key ideas expressed, draw conclusions, and demonstrate understanding
of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared having read or researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue
to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and
deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and
comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on
topic as needed.

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify
their own views.

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared having read or researched material under study;
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or

12



issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward
specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others'
guestions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas.

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or

justify their own views based on the evidence presented.

Discussion: The Standard progresses through the grade levels. Discuss the importance of your
grade level building on the Standard from the grade level before yours and supporting the grade level

after yours.

Checklist for Implementing IES Recommendation 3:

Carefully prepare for the discussion.
Ask follow-up questions that help provide continuity and extend the discussion.

Provide a task, or a discussion format, that students can follow when they discuss texts
together in small groups.

Develop and practice the use of a specific “discussion protocol.”
Discussion: Informational text is used in all classes so all teachers should implement the checklist

items. How can your team collaborate to engage students in high quality discussions of text meaning
and interpretation across all classes in your grade level?

13



Module 5: Handout 5

) ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF Strategic Conversations for

* JEDUCATION Questioning and Extending Thinking

Current Strategies Used for Questioning and Extending Thinking

Each team member shares one strategy used regularly. thDis ;/t?;tg;)e/?
Strategy: Yes No
Strategy: Yes No
Strategy: Yes No
Strategy: Yes No
Strategy: Yes No
Strategy: Yes No

Strategies Used for Questioning and Extending Thinking

Review each questioning and t?s%ﬁius How could this strategy be used
extending thinking strategy. strategy? to support student learning?
Jigsaw Yes No

Discussion Response Yes No

Sentence Stems

Think, Write, Pair, Share Yes No

Webb’s Depth of Knowledge,

Hess Cognitive Rigor

Matrices, and Revised ves No

Bloom’s Taxonomy

Student Impact Discussion: As a team, finish the if/then statement.

If each team member regularly incorporated questioning and extending thinking strategies to
increase extended discussion of text meaning and interpretation with all students, then...

Implementation: As a team, choose one module questioning and extending thinking strategy to
implement across your grade level next week.

Action Plan: What is needed to create, support, and sustain a schoolwide effort to collaboratively
use evidence-based questioning and extending thinking strategies?

14
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f\"”q ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF . : i i
‘1’; EDUCATION Extended Discussion of Text Meaning and Interpretation

U.S. Department of Education

Teachers should provide opportunities for students to engage in high-quality discussions of the
meaning and interpretation of texts in various content areas as one important way to improve their
reading comprehension.

Discussions that are particularly effective in promoting students' comprehension of complex text are
those that focus on building a deeper understanding of the author's meaning or critically analyzing
and perhaps challenging the author's conclusions through reasoning or applying personal
experiences and knowledge.

In effective discussions students have the opportunity to have sustained exchanges with the teacher
or other students, present and defend individual interpretations and points of view, use text content,
background knowledge, and reasoning to support interpretations and conclusions, and listen to the
points of view and reasoned arguments of others participating in the discussion.

To engage students in high-quality discussions of text meaning and interpretation, teachers can:
1. Carefully prepare for the discussion.

In classes where a choice of reading selections is possible, look for selections that are engaging for
students and describe situations or content that can stimulate and have multiple interpretations. In
content-area classes that depend on a textbook, teachers can identify in advance the issues or
content that might be difficult or misunderstood or sections that might be ambiguous or subject to
multiple interpretations. Alternatively, brief selections from the Internet or other sources that contain
similar content but positions that allow for critical analysis or controversy can also be used as a
stimulus for extended discussions.

Another form of preparation involves selecting and developing questions that can stimulate students
to think reflectively about the text and make high-level connections or inferences. These are
guestions that an intelligent reader might actually wonder about — they are not the kind of questions
that teachers often ask to determine what students have learned from the text.

Further, the types of discussion questions appropriate for history texts would probably be different
from those for science texts, as would those for social studies texts or novels.

Because part of the goal of discussion-based approaches is to model for students the ways that good
readers construct meaning from texts, it seems reasonable to suggest that discussions of history
texts might be framed differently from those of science texts.

2. Ask follow-up questions that help provide continuity and extend the discussion.

Questions that are used to frame discussions are typically followed by other questions about a
different interpretation, an explanation of reasoning, or an identification of the content from the text
that supports the student's position. In a sustained discussion, initial questions are likely to be

15




followed by other questions that respond to the student's answer and lead to further thinking and
elaboration.

If the reading comprehension standards that students are expected to meet involve making
inferences or connections across different parts of a text or using background knowledge and
experience to evaluate conclusions, students should routinely have the opportunity to discuss
answers to these types of questions in all their reading and content-area classes.

3. Provide a task, or a discussion format, that students can follow when they discuss texts
together in small groups.

For example, assign students to read selections together and practice using the comprehension
strategies that have been taught and demonstrated. In these groups, students can take turns playing
various roles, such as leading the discussion, predicting what the section might be about, identifying
words that are confusing, and summarizing.

As these roles are completed, other students can then respond with other predictions, other things
that are confusing, or different ways of summarizing the main idea. While students are working
together, the teacher should actively circulate among the groups to redirect discussions that have
gone astray, model thinking strategies, or ask students additional questions to probe the meaning of
the text at deeper levels.

4. Develop and practice the use of a specific "discussion protocol."

Because it is challenging to lead the type of discussion that has an impact on students' reading
comprehension, it may be helpful for teachers to identify a specific set of steps from the research or
best practice literature. This could be done either individually or collaboratively in grade-level or
subject-area teams.

One example of a discussion protocol follows five guidelines: ask questions that require students to
explain their positions and the reasoning behind them, model reasoning processes by thinking out
loud, propose counter arguments or positions, recognize good reasoning when it occurs, and
summarize the flow and main ideas of a discussion as it draws to a close. To be effective, these
types of discussions do not need to reach consensus; they just need to give students the opportunity
to think more deeply about the meaning of what they are reading.

Potential roadblocks and solutions

1. Students do not readily contribute their ideas during discussions because they are either
not engaged by the topic or afraid of getting negative feedback from the teacher or other
students.

Students might not actively participate in text-based discussions for a number of reasons, but these
two are the most important. One strategy to deal with the first problem is to create opportunities for
discussion by using text that has a very high interest level for students in the class but may only be
tangentially related to the topic of the class. For example, a newspaper article on the problem of teen
pregnancy might be integrated in a biology class, one on racial
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profiling in a social studies class, or one on child labor practices in a history class. Students typically
find discussion and interaction rewarding, and once a good pattern is established, it can be
generalized to more standard textbook content.

It is also important to establish a non-threatening and supportive environment from the first class
meeting. As part of this supportive environment, it is important to model and encourage acceptance
of diverse viewpoints and discourage criticism and negative feedback on ideas. Teachers can help
students participate by calling on students who may not otherwise contribute, while asking questions
they know these students can answer.

Student-led discussions in small groups can be another solution for students who are hesitant to
engage in whole-classroom discussions. As mentioned before, the quality of these discussions can
be increased, and student participation broadened, if teachers provide an organizing task or activity
that students can focus on as they discuss the content of a text.

2. Discussions take classroom time, and too much time spent on an extended discussion of a
single topic may interfere with coverage of all the content in the curriculum.

This problem may require district- or state-level intervention. If curriculum standards require shallow
coverage of a very wide range of content, the pressure teachers feel to teach the curriculum may
limit opportunities for extended discussion of particular issues. Pressure to cover a very broad
curriculum could also limit teachers' freedom to bring in additional material on a specific topic that
might help stimulate more engaging discussions.

However, if literacy standards require students to think deeply (that is, to make connections, criticize
conclusions, and draw inferences), many students will require the opportunity to acquire these skills
by being able to observe models of this type of thinking during discussions.

In the absence of adjustments to the curriculum, teachers should carefully identify a few of the most
important ideas in their content area for deeper consideration through extended classroom
discussion that focuses on building meaning from text.

3. Teachers lack the skills in behavior management, discussion techniques, or critical
thinking to guide productive discussion and analysis of text meanings.

Leading instructive discussions requires a set of teaching skills that is different from the skills
required to present a lecture or question students in a typical recitation format. It is also true that
discussions can create challenges for classroom control that may not occur in other instructional
formats. Most teachers will need some form of professional development to build their skills as
discussion leaders or organizers.

Within schools, it could be very helpful for content-area teachers to experience these kinds of
discussions themselves as a way of learning what it feels like to participate in effective, open
discussions.
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Cﬁ\’;%‘ ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF

)

*\Q\;!;(;}EDUCATION Two Column Notes

Extended Discussion of Text Meaning and Interpretation

1. Carefully prepare for
the discussion.

2. Ask follow-up
guestions that help
provide continuity and
extend the discussion.

3. Provide atask, or a
discussion format, that
students can follow
when they discuss
texts together in small
groups.

4. Develop and practice
the use of a specific
"discussion protocol."

Write a summary
of your notes.
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,;”0%';%‘\ ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF

\‘*;/‘E DUCATION Discussion Response Sentence Stems

AGREE/DISAGREE

I | agree/disagree because
disagree. | like/don't like that because
I .
agree. | agree, but | think
| see it differently because

PARAPHRASE
So you’re saying that
| hear you saying
I'm glad
you’re here. What | understood was

It sounds like you think that

CLARIFY
Now, | understand because
In other words,
To be clear, you're saying
| have a question about

CONFIRM

That’s important because

CONFUSING
| don’t understand

| am confused about

| believe
| think
That is a good idea because

| am not clear about

| don’t understand what is meant by

EXTENDING
That makes me think

Now, | am wondering

| want to know more about

| see this leading to
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Module 5: Handout 10

Think, Write, Pair, Share

Individually, think of a grade level topic that will be covered with your students. Use Handout 9A-9L:
Webb’s Depth of Knowledge, Hess Cognitive Rigor Matrices, and Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy to
create a product, activity, and question for each level. Write them in the levels below. Review your
work with a partner. Partners share your thoughts for collaboratively using Webb’s Depth of
Knowledge, Hess Cognitive Rigor Matrices, and Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy with your Collaborative

Team.

Topic:

LEVEL 1: RECALL AND REPRODUCTION

Product Activity Question
LEVEL 2: SKILLS AND CONCEPTS
Product Activity Question

LEVEL 3: STRATEGIC THINKING AND REASONING

Product Activity Question
LEVEL 4. EXTENDED THINKING
Product Activity Question
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Module 5: Handout 11

ﬂ’ ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF Strategic Conversations for

‘*; EDUCATION Providing Feedback to Students

Current Strategies Used for Providing Feedback to Students

Each team member shares one strategy used regularly. thDis ;/t?;tg;)e/?
Strategy: Yes No
Strategy: Yes No
Strategy: Yes No
Strategy: Yes No
Strategy: Yes No
Strategy: Yes No

Strategies Used for Providing Feedback to Students

Rg\rlcl)(\a/\?::l?nagrf]esengcgkytgor l?soe%ﬁius How could this strategy be used
ina?

students. strategy? to support student learning?

Descriptive Feedback Yes | No

Self-Assessment Yes | No

Peer Feedback Yes | No

Peer Support Yes | No

Student Impact Discussion: As a team finish the if/then statement.

If there is a unified effort to implement feedback strategies for all students, then...

Implementation: As a team, choose one module feedback strategy to implement across your
grade level next week.

Action Plan: What is needed to create, support, and sustain a schoolwide effort to collaboratively
implement evidence-based feedback strategies?
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Module 5: Handout 12
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Module 5: Handout 13

’8; ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF

Ni¢ EDUCATION Collaboration Skills

Strong collaborative teams develop over time and require commitment to the process. That
requires using the schoolwide team meeting procedures of having an agenda, roles, norms, and a
decision-making process. It also requires each team member to identify and practice collaboration
skills. After each collaborative team meeting, use the following list to self-assess your level of
collaboration skills. As each team member improves, your team will grow stronger.

Name: Grade level: Date:

Check the level that reflects your participation within your team collaborative meeting.

Collaboration Skills Never | Sometimes | Always

1. Pausing
| allow time for thinking before adding to discussion
and/or decision-making.

2. Paraphrasing
| contribute to understanding by restating the ideas
presented by others.

3. Probing
| ask questions to clarify information.

4. Putting forward ideas
| share ideas during discussion.

5. Paying attention to self and others
| am aware of what | say, how [ say it, and how others
respond to it.

6. Presuming positive presuppositions
| maintain the idea that my team members act from
positive and constructive intentions.

7. Pursuing a balance between advocacy and inquiry
I inquire for better understanding before advocating for a
position that leads to a decision.

Steps | will take to improve my collaboration skills:
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~ ' 4’1 ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF

\t)EDUCATION

Active learning strategies help teachers and students engage in learning. The strategies from each
module in the Arizona Professional Learning Series can be adapted to support teaching and learning
in your classroom.

Active Learning Strategies

Descriptive Feedback: Descriptive feedback causes thinking, is linked to the intended instructional
outcomes and criteria for success and has the potential to improve the quality of the work.

Discussion Response Sentence Stems: Discussion Response Sentence Stems scaffold students
in answering discussion questions and feedback questions.

Effective Questions: In lesson planning, teachers develop questions that can stimulate students to
think reflectively about the text and make high-level connections or inferences.

Elbow Partners: Elbow Partners is a formative assessment strategy that gives students a chance to
reflect and discuss during a lesson.

Jigsaw: The Jigsaw strategy asks a group of students to become “experts” on a specific text or body
of knowledge and then share that material with their “home” group of students.

Learning Connection: The learning process should be connected through Learning Topic, Learning
Goal, Criteria for Success, Learning Task, and Discussion Questions.

Peer Feedback: Peer feedback provides students an opportunity to think about the work of their
peers. It is beneficial to the person providing the feedback and to the person receiving the feedback.

Peer Support: Peer support is an extension of peer feedback. Students ask effective questions or
add comments that encourage deeper thinking and move learning forward.

Self-Assessment: Students think metacognitively about their learning to improve.

Structured Academic Conversations: Structured academic conversations are planned
conversations between students that provide an established purpose, scaffolds, and opportunities for
discussion.

Structured Academic Conversation Protocol: Students need an established protocol to participate
in structured academic conversations. The protocol should include a listening strategy and speaking
in complete sentences.

Think, Write, Pair, Share: Students have time to think about the task or problem individually, write
their thoughts, work in pairs to solve the problem, and then share their ideas with the class.

Two Column Notes Variation: Using two column notes with Jigsaw activity helps student “experts”
organize main idea and supporting details to share with others. All group members use two-column
notes to add information from all “experts.”

Webb’s Depth of Knowledge, Hess Cognitive Rigor Matrices, and Revised Bloom’s
Taxonomy: This reference provides possible products, potential activities, and potential questions
categorized by different levels of cognitive expectation for recall and reproduction; skills and
concepts; strategic thinking and reasoning; and extending thinking.
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